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CULTURAL HERITAGE IN KOSOVO - CONSERVATION, RESTORATION AND INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTS
REGULATING THIS FIELD
Cultural heritage in Kosovo represents a rich treasure of architectural, archaeological heritage, movable, immovable heritage and
spiritual heritage of different historical periods, thus making the place attractive to residents, visitors and invaders.
This wealth inherited with cultural values (artistic, aesthetic, spiritual): with autochthonous materials from tradition, language,
art, docks, with sacred monuments, profane, relics, handicrafts and other phenomena with special values, is illustrated with rich
diversity of inheritance. This rich treasure has coexisted and inherited over the centuries with various architectural and
archaeological entities such as: cities, castles, churches, monasteries, towers, mosques, hamams, tekkes, bridges, old civic houses,
etc.1
Pursuant to the legislation of the Republic of Kosovo, the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports is responsible for the activity of
care for the cultural heritage in Kosovo. It carries out this activity based on the Law on Cultural Heritage, the Law on Spatial
Planning and the Law on Special Protected Areas, also "respecting" the Principles of Charters and International Conventions.
In 2006, the Assembly of Kosovo adopted the Law on Cultural Heritage to ensure that all valuable objects will be protected and
preserved for future generations. In the list of monuments protected by law are 426 monuments, and more than 2700 others have
been identified for inclusion in the list of Cultural Heritage in Kosovo. All monuments and sites protected by law will have a
Protected Area, within which certain activities are prohibited or restricted.2
Kosovo, as well as many other parts of the Balkan region, has found itself in the midst of the necessary development processes
and the long-term importance of protecting and rehabilitating monuments and cultural heritage values. Twentieth-century social
and political upheavals have forced the rapid transformation of existing urban centers, and sometimes the gradual and sometimes
violent destruction of historic structures. Other areas, of rural and agricultural origin, are being transformed into administrative
centers of various character. The peripheral layout, the chaotic development within the city, the incoherent architectural
expression and the overloaded infrastructure are the other symptoms, all with a devastating effect on the historical essence and
the monuments both in the contextual and the physical aspect. The result of this is the continuing disregard, loss, destruction
piece by piece of important artifacts, buildings and the historic urban landscape.3
Historical objects are a physical manifestation of cultural heritage, but it must be seen where it comes from and how it responds
to the natural topography of its structure, climate, ritual, tradition, events, ideological and technological abilities of the people
who created them, of those who exploit them and, more importantly, in their significance to those who inherited it. Therefore, the
cultural heritage of urban artifacts, objects and settlements is given meaning and significance by natural heritage and human
heritage in a broader context in which they are located. The physical preservation and maintenance of tangible structures "bricks
and mortar" - is now accompanied by the acceptance of its intangible qualities and an increasing sensitivity to the psycho-social
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aspects of cultural heritage as indicators of personal and collective identity, of the societies they have created and those they have
inherited.4

Monuments of historical architecture

The concept of a monument means a human work, which for its historical-cultural value, enjoys a special legal status, which
ensures its preservation, conservation and restoration. The term monument comes from the Latin, "monumentum" which means
sign of remembrance, for remembrance. It has, in the course of time, undergone a semantic expansion, showing first construction,
or sculptural works with monumental functions, to be expanded to include movable or immovable human works with historicalcultural values.5
In general, the entire heritage of the past, of whatever kind, in itself, preserves historical and wider cultural values, therefore this
heritage naturally carries the newest designation, cultural wealth.
The earliest traces of human life to date in our country (Albanian travata) belong to the Middle Paleolithic. These traces were
found in the village of Xarrë near Saranda.6 Evidence of life in the late Paleolithic has also been discovered in the village of
Xarrë, in the cave of Saint Marina, in Bogas of Saranda, Konispol and at the foot of Dajti Mountain,7 in Kryegjatë, in Gajtanin
III, in such a radius that implies the extension of settlements of this time in most of the territory of Albania. 8
Traces of the Neolithic are found throughout the territory of Albania and Kosovo, it is the period of flourishing of the order of the
primitive community.
The first constructions were the constructions of the Neolithic period, underground constructions (Vallq), semi-underground, and
aboveground (Zhitkovc),9 and the palafite constructions Dunavec (Korça) and Maliq.10
The end of the Bronze Age brings us the first fortified settlements, which are surrounded by uncut stone walls and connected in
dry or with mounds and ditches.
Iron Age also brings us fortified settlements, but these settlements are known by the names of town, castle or grade.11 The whole
period of antiquity follows this type of construction of settlements, but even the medieval period is characterized by fortified
constructions, now the stones were hewn and connected with binding material. During the Middle Ages the art of construction
expanded, castles, bridges, roads, aqueducts, sacred objects such as; churches, cathedrals, monasteries, in the late Middle Ages
the Ottoman period brings us mosques, tekkes, tombs, hamams (public baths), constructions descend from high to low
settlements, near main roads, near river valleys, due to conditions best for living. So, just as different characteristics of
construction activity define different times, construction works can also truly serve as sources for the past in reconstruction, to
some extent accurate of the reality of the past. The extraordinary function of the cultural wealth of the past, and more closely of
the monuments as witnesses of history, becomes clear. This feature is often of particular importance, even in some cases with
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unique values, due to the lack of other resources.12 For these reasons, the factor of historical value for monuments has been
increasing, especially during the twentieth century, when decisive steps were taken in the identification of monuments, based on
sound criteria, of which the value of the monument stands out as historical evidence.13
As we saw above, the Albanian territories are very rich in monuments of various hereditary natures, where a part of them has
been subjected to inventory, are under state protection in both Albania and Kosovo, some are under the protection of UNESCO ,
(Gjirokastra and Berat in Albania, while in Kosovo under UNESCO protection are the Orthodox monasteries of Kosovo,
although Kosovo is not yet a UNESCO member state), some expect to be protected, but must first be identified as existing , to
research the analysis of the current static state and its evaluation, protection and possible intervention, conservation,
rehabilitation, reconstruction, relocation, revitalization, adaptation and interpretation.14

Documentation of historical and cultural heritage monuments
The Albanian territories in general and that of Kosovo in particular have a precious treasure of historical-cultural heritage. This
legacy has been continuously exposed to destructive activities for centuries, whether by nature or man.
In post-war Kosovo, a serious situation of what we call historical-cultural heritage has been inherited, as a result of its inadequate
treatment, urban and architectural vandalism, respectively the demolition, destruction and devastation that have been done to it
even today. to this day the historical and cultural heritage15 in Kosovo.
According to the time criterion, architectural monuments are classified into prehistoric monuments (1.5 million years BC - V
century BC), ancient monuments (V century BC - VI century AD), medieval monuments (VI century - XV century), modern
monuments (16th century - early 20th century), and contemporary monuments (early 20th century onwards). According to the
gender criterion we distinguish the following groups: monuments of cult architecture, defensive, social, engineering, residential
and historical.16
The documentation of a monument of historical and cultural heritage includes the necessary measurements of the monument and
its surroundings, which means surveys with situation sketches, planimetry of all levels, vertical longitudinal and transverse cuts,
facades, architectural, constructive details and elements. exterior and interior decoration, then the study of deposition,
construction phases, time transformations, as well as photographic and digital documentation.17
The presentation with sketches drawn by free hand, supplemented with measurements, using different methods (partial,
consecutive measurements, measurements with the arrangement of diagonals, respectively triangles, etc.), also constitute data on
the location of the monument, time and sketch date, authors of measurements and other information or comments identified
during fieldwork.18
Restoration and adaptation are creative work but also complex and challenging. Basic research, analysis and valorization are
done on the basis of architectural documentation provided by heritage institutions. Unfortunately, our heritage institutions have a
very modest documentation and still face a difficult situation of recording and documenting the rich heritage fund, which is in
danger of being lost every day.19
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Conservation of cultural heritage monuments
Conservation is considered as the continuation of the maintenance of the monument. Preserving the terms conservation and
restoration, as in the Charter of Athens, these two degrees of intervention in monuments, are considered part of a branch of
science, which appealed to other sciences for its purposes.20
Cultural monuments are architectural or artistic creations, which have been built in different historical epochs, starting from the
twilight of history until today. Many of these historical-cultural values have gone through a histConservation of cultural heritage
monuments
Conservation is considered as the continuation of the maintenance of the monument. Preserving the terms conservation and
restoration, as in the Charter of Athens, these two degrees of intervention in monuments, are considered part of a branch of
science, which appealed to other sciences for its purposes.
Cultural monuments are architectural or artistic creations, which have been built in different historical ori long, subject to the
agents of nature, wars, burns, earthquakes, destructive human hand, abandonment, as well as natural degradation of building
materials.
Interventions (conservation P.H.) and restoration in the monument are necessary to ensure not only the technical stability of the
monument, but also to highlight the hidden values, or to liberate it from the layers that damage it. Without these interventions, the
monument would inevitably lose, losing along with it a very valuable category, historical and artistic evidence 21.
Filled with messages from the past, the historical monuments that have survived to the present day are living witnesses to those
old traditions. People are becoming increasingly aware of protecting the unity of human values, as a shared responsibility for the
preservation of ancient monuments.22
Conservation means preserving the existing state of the heritage source from destruction or alteration, the action taken to prevent
decay and increase longevity. The general concept of conservation implies several different types of treatments aimed at
preserving historic buildings, sites and cities; including maintenance, repair, consolidation and reinforcement. 23 In relation to
urban areas, or cultural landscapes, conservation is part of an integrated management approach. Consequently, it is necessary to
accept a level of gradual change, which takes into account the values and authenticity for which these areas are designated as
protected areas. In the UNESCO Recommendation on the Preservation and Contemporary Role of Historic Sites (adopted in
Nairobi, 1976), social functions and continued use are of vital importance for the conservation of these areas. 24
Conservation is also used to treat individual elements of buildings, objects in the collection, as well as various materials. In this
context conservation treatments are limited to the protection of the original material, cleaning and consolidation. The main
purpose of conservation is to preserve the authenticity and integrity of the cultural resource.25 The conservation of cultural
heritage monuments in all its forms and historical periods is rooted in the values attributed to heritage. Our ability to understand
these values depends in part on the level of reliability and veracity of the information sources on these values. Knowledge and
understanding of these sources of information about the original characteristics of cultural heritage and its meaning, as well as
those characteristics that logically derive from it, is a necessary basis for assessing all aspects of authenticity. 26
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The concept of integrated conservation (protection) was introduced by the Council of Europe (EC) in the mid-1970s, in light of
the urban consequences and spatial development pressures of historic cities in the industrialized world. The need to control these
consequences first arose in the 1960s amid tense construction activity following reconstruction evidenced by two UNESCO
recommendations for landscape conservation ('72) and cultural heritage ('76) , endangered by private and public works.
The European Charter of Architectural Heritage and the Amsterdam Declaration, adopted in Amsterdam by the Committee of
Ministers of the Council of Europe in 1975, are the first international documents that set out a set of principles for integrating
heritage conservation into development plans, which can be summarized as lower:
• Integrated heritage conservation is a key feature of spatial and urban planning;
• Integrated heritage conservation directly involves citizens; National integrated conservation policies consist of administrative,
financial, social and educational measures;
• For integrated conservation policies to be properly implemented, there must be cross-sectoral cooperation between the various
public administrative bodies, and legislative measures must be coordinated in such a way as to complement and enhance each
other;
• Integrated retention means systematically seeking forms of possible interaction between partners through activities, nonsegregation of the profession at work, measures to make companies more accountable, more work and good volunteer work
marked;
National, regional and local authorities should take active responsibility for implementing integrated conservation. 27
With integrated conservation of cultural heritage monuments and sites, the whole range of measures aimed at ensuring and
continuing the heritage, its maintenance as part of a suitable environment, whether made by man or by nature, is intended. and its
adaptation to the needs of society.28
In all these international documents, among which in particular the Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of
Europe (Granada 1985), the European Convention for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Valletta, 1992) as well as
the ICOMOS Charter for the Construction Heritage (Mexico, 1999), the theory of integrated conservation has been continuously
developed and consolidated.29
In the World Heritage Conventions can be seen in the more general context of international cooperation, taking into account other
conventions and recommendations of UNESCO, and in particular the implementation of the Recommendation for the Protection,
at national level, of Cultural and Natural Heritage ( 1972), and the recommendation regarding the Preservation and Contemporary
Role of Historic Areas (1976). Taking into account the objectives of the protection and conservation of World Heritage sites,
some specific guidance was given in Session II (Article 4-7) of the Convention, concerning National Protection and International
Protection of Cultural and Natural Heritage.30
Integrated conservation means compliance of conservation requirements with urban planning objectives; d.m.th that during the
overall planning process the values and interests of the existing historical content should be taken into account on an equal
footing with other factors.31
Given that World Heritage cities are known for their "extraordinary universal values", ensuring the proper preservation of
authenticity and cultural values is vital. Integrated conservation includes the conservation and rehabilitation of historic buildings
and areas, as well as the provision of appropriate public services that respect the criteria on which these areas are built. To have
27
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long-term success, this process must generally be carried out in cooperation with residents, using legislation and planning norms
as tools.32
The basis for any planning and intervention in the existing content is the knowledge and understanding of the source in question,
both in terms of its history and its existing state. The starting point for conservation planning should be the identification of the
historical content of the city based on a detailed study and analysis. 33

Restoration of cultural monuments

The concept of monument restoration is naturally related to the concept of monument. The term restoration, etymologically
comes from the Latin "restaurare", which means to repair, repair, restore to good condition, usable condition, an object of human
activity.34 The word "restore" brings back in good condition a damaged work of art, make it as it was, repair a monument, an
ancient building of value.35 Thus, in the first and most general sense, every object of human activity is restored, mainly to be
brought back to a good functional state.
With the placement of the most remarkable architectural works of the past, under state protection, around the beginning of the
19th century, the useful demand for these works passed into the background, to give way to the requirements for the preservation
of their historical and cultural values. .
The beginning of the century. XIX, where sooner and where later, but first in France, Italy and England, marked the beginnings
of the concept related to the architectural values placed under state protection.36
The primary task for the restoration of a historical monument is to consolidate the scientific object in general with fair scientific
criteria and not to allow its further damage. Consultations with workers, specialists, engineers, and art and architecture history
staff to draft the design idea for the restoration works are inevitable.37
Tracing, protection and documenting the condition of the monument would mark the end of the activity with the monuments,
excluding the study and publication, if the monument would remain unchanged from the moment of protection and beyond.
Restoration interventions, in each case are particularly distinctive, are guided by some methodological principles with a wide
scope of application, the mastery of which, in conceptual essence, allows decisions as close as possible to the golden "middle" of
touching the monument.38
The implementation of the restoration works, after studying the design of the restoration project, represents the concrete phase of
the intervention in the monument, which is by no means a purely construction activity, but intertwined with processes and
elements of scientific tracing.
Another important issue to be resolved are the strict requirements, because the touching of the monument performed competently
or without it, directly conditions the realization of the restoration project. Particularly important is the degree of professional
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preparation of the master of restoration works in the phase of architectural-constructive surveys and demolition works during
which often appear elements of value for the history of the development of the monument in time..39
The meaning of the restoration intervention is well defined by the dual existence of the monument as a historical document and
work of art. The monument must be restored to preserve its historical document values not only in its original form, but also of
everything of value, which later periods have surpassed it.40
In considering the restoration choice, the critical and evaluative attitude towards the monument, we must always keep in mind
that it constitutes a historically formed whole and not a union of parts that stand independently of each other.
Restoration of monuments requires in many cases reinforcing or complementary interventions, with other necessary elements or
layers. In these cases you should refrain from the temptation to return the monument to its initial stage. Each case requires careful
study and prudence to determine the values to be preserved, otherwise they will often lose values that are often unique or worthy
of preservation for both historical and aesthetic values.41

Restoration of construction cultural heritage monuments in Kosovo
In this case, as concrete examples we will take Artana Castle with the interventions that have been made in it for restoration.
Artana Castle is one of the cases that we will treat in a few words which has been restored and has suffered serious damage as a
result of non-compliance with the International Charters and Conventions for the Conservation of Monuments.
The renovation of Artana Castle was done with EC funds. Conservation and restoration works were carried out from 2015 to
2017. The realization of the project for the restoration of the castle was done under the supervision of UNESCO, while the
financing was done by the European Commission. The design of the conservation and restoration project was done by the
company "Omega Engineering" based in Dubrovnik, and the work was done by the company "Koto" based in Belgrade. Both
companies are contracted and supervised by UNESCO.42 Millions of euros have been spent on the restoration of this castle and
the demolition of these walls after a short period of time, does not justify either the investment or the professionalism, whatever it
may be. What is even more troubling is the cleaning and demolition of these walls near the demolition by excavators without the
worry of damaging, losing and destroying the quarry material used to restore these walls long ago.
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International Charters, Conventions and Recommendations
In the consolidation of permanent and fairer concepts, related to the complex restoration work, the documents of the temporary
international instances on this issue were also important. First in this regard is the Athens Restoration Charter of 1931, which was
the first international document addressing the issue of monuments and restoration interventions, which laid the foundations for
extensive cooperation in this field.43
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) drafts the Convention for the Protection of
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict known as the Hague Convention, adopted on 14 May 1954. 44
Then, we have the International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Monumental Ensembles,
adopted at the II International Congress of Architects and Technicians of Historic Monuments, held in Venice, from 25-31 May
1964, which marks a decisive step forward in the field of evaluation of the monument.45
The Venice Charter was undoubtedly an important step towards consolidating restoration as a discipline, or a new science, no
matter how bold and somewhat inappropriate this designation might appear. Establishing some clear principles for major issues,
such as preserving the original values, respecting the construction phases, distinguishing new interventions, not including
restoration interventions, the need for collective decisions, the presentation of each intervention with the relevant historical-
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technical studies and the publication of interventions in the monument, touch and choose correctly the essence of the problematic
reality of monument-restoration.46
In 1965, at the White House in Washington D.C., the creation of a "World Heritage Foundation" was sought, which would aim to
protect the world's most magnificent sites and landscapes, as well as historic sites, for the present and the future.47
The second UNESCO Convention is the Convention on the Measures to Prohibit and Prevent the Illegal Import, Export and
Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, adopted on 14 November 1970.48
The Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage is one of the three UNESCO Conventions relating
to cultural heritage. This Convention was ratified by the General Conference of UNESCO at its seventeenth session, held in Paris
on 16 November 1972. Since 28 October 1997, 152 States have deposited ratification, approval or recognition of this
Convention.49 From the Albanian monuments, the archeological center of Butrint has gained the status of World Heritage at
UNESCO.50
The Convention is managed by the World Heritage Committee, which is supported by the UNESCO Secretariat at the World
Heritage Center. Decisions for the World Heritage Committee are prepared by the Bureau of Heritage. The Bureau is composed
of the chairman, vice-chairman and rapporteur. The Committee is composed of representatives of the Member States, and usually
meets once a year.51
UNESCO has also given a number of recommendations such as:
Recommendation on International Principles Applicable to Archaeological Excavation, 5 December 1960.
Recommendation on the most effective ways to make museums physically accessible to all, December 14, 1960.
Recommendation regarding the preservation of the beauty and character of natural landscapes and sites, 11 December 1962.
Recommendation on ways to prohibit and prevent the export, import and illegal transfer of ownership of cultural property, 19
November 1964.
Recommendation on the Preservation of Cultural Property Endangered by Public or Private Works, 19 November 1968.
Recommendation on the preservation of cultural and natural heritage at the national level, 16 November 1972.
Recommendation on the International Exchange of Cultural Property, 26 November 1976.
Recommendation on the conservation and contemporary role of historic sites, 26 November 1976.
Recommendation on the Preservation of Movable Cultural Property, 28 November 1987.
Recommendation on the preservation and protection of moving images, 27 October 1980.
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A very specific Convention is also the Convention for the Conservation of Wetlands (Ramsar, 1971).
In the USA, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES) is adopted
(Washington, 1973).
The European Charter of Architectural Property, or the 1975 Amsterdam Charter, was the final act of Congress on European
architectural property. This Charter emphasizes the need to include architectural property in the living environment of citizens,
hence the name integration card.
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The Charter addresses the issue in ten articles. The first article states that architectural wealth is formed not only by the most
important monuments, but also by those ensembles that form our towns and villages.
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While in Germany we have adopted the Convention known as the Bonn Convention for the Protection of Migratory Species of
Wild Animals (Bonn, 1979).
In the same year we have the Berne Convention for the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern, 1979).
The Convention on Biological Diversity (Biodiversity) was adopted in (Rio de Janeiro, 1992; Nairobi, 1992).
Meanwhile, the Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe was adopted in 1985 and revised in 1992.
The General Assembly of the International Council of Monuments and Sites, ICOMOS, meeting in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in its
tenth session from July 30 to August 7, 1993, issued a Guide to education and vocational training in the conservation of
monuments, ensembles and sites.
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An important document with fundamental and international values at the same time, is the "Nara Document (Japan) on
authenticity", adopted in 1994. The Nara Document, reiterates the already known thesis that the cultural assets of every people
are the wealth of all mankind . In this document, the diversity of cultures is considered a source of spiritual and intellectual
wealth for all mankind. Authenticity appears as the essential and qualifying factor of any value.
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The UNESCO World Heritage Committee has issued a Guide to the Functioning and Implementation of the World Heritage
Convention (hereinafter referred to as the Guide to the Functioning), first written in 1977 and subsequently revised. periodically.
The Sixteenth Session of the World Heritage Committee adopted the Guide to Operation in Merida, Mexico, in December 1996
56

(WHC-97-2, February 1997).

Directive on the protection of natural habitats of wild flora and fauna, 1992.
International Non-Governmental Organizations, NGOs
ICOMOS: International Council of Monuments and Sites www.icomos.org.
Australia ICOMOS www.icomos.org/australia/ (rare species- Charter Men).
International Institute for Conservation, (IIC) www.iiconservation.org.
American Institute for Conservation, (AIC), www.aic.stanford.edu.
European Confederation of Conservation - Restoration Organizations, ECCO, www.ecco-edu.org.
Intergovernmental Organizations, ONQ
ICCROM: International Center for the Study, Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Heritage www.iccrom.org.
ICOM: International Museum Council www.icom.org (110 member states worldwide).
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